HEALTHY, THRIVING AND INCLUSIVE CITIES
WORKSHOPS SERIES
Autumn 2020

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

13/10/2020

20/10/2020

26/10/2020

Welcome and Introductions
Dear EUROCITIES members,
We are excited to invite you to join the Eurocities Healthy, thriving and inclusive cities
workshops series that will run during October 2020.
The COVID pandemic is the single biggest
disruptor to impact our societies since the
second world war. It has put a spotlight
on the inequalities in our society from
health and environment, to education and
employment, mobility and housing, and the
arts. It emphasises the need for a shift to a
greener and more just society.

In this new series of workshops, we
build on the crisis management and
post-COVID visionary discussions
held through our city dialogues.

While the virus continues to cause devastation
to so many and to our economies, we are
witnessing dramatic and immediate shifts
in all areas of our lives. It is how we react
to this change now that will determine the
long-term impact of this crisis. From which
businesses we support, to how we build
affordable housing, and redesign our cities
for accessible and healthy mobility.

We will look into the lessons learnt
from the pandemic to drive action
for transformative change in cities
and to address the health and wellbeing needs of people and planet
moving forward.

Four workshops over the autumn!

13 October
20 October
26 October
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3 Days
To think of actions to take today,
To build the cities of tomorrow!
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Information
Through four workshops over the autumn, we will delve into different
perspectives of transformative change in cities.
Zooming in on urban design, space and place making, buildings, mobiliy and people in cities.
The workshops support the progress towards our Eurocities’ goals and are closely linked
to the SDGs. The series builds on the preliminary ideas gathered during the meeting of the
working group and forums chairs on 17 June 2020 and will inspire further work for 2021.

Objectives
The aim of this workshop series is to offer a platform to brainstorm and identify
actions to be implemented in a short time frame, but with the potential of
enabling long-term transformative changes. We also want to bring different
expertise together, as we believe that people with disparate knowledge and
backgrounds can often pull off the best ideas when collaborating.

Format
Each of the four workshop will look at different challenges and opportunities
that arose from the COVID health crisis in the urban context. During each
workshop, participants will be split in breakout rooms, where they will
be encouraged to identify actions cities could take to address the specific
challenge or to make the most out contextual opportunities. When time is up,
each breakout room will pitch their idea for action to the rest of the workshop
participants.

Outputs
At the end of the series we will have 8-12 ideas for actions that cities could take
forward and actually implement. The type of actions we are looking for are:
pilot projects, multi-cities initiatives, joint awarness raising campaigns, best
practices publications and any other actionable ideas that could help cities
make a collective effort to become healthier, thriving and more inclusive.
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Day One: 13/10

REGISTER
HERE!

Building a resilient, sustainable and circular economy
to ensure a better future for the next generation
WORKSHOP 01 - 13/10
10.00 AM - 12.00 PM

Discuss with other cities
•

•
•

How can we relocalise jobs to boost the
local economy and shorten value chains,
and reskill our workforce for the current
and future challenges?
What if fashion was good for the planet?
How can cities ensure fair, environmentally
and socially just consumption?

Identify actions
City to business dialogues on relocalising
the local economy and shortening the
value chains; capacity building activities on
creating reskilling actions, strategies and
polices in the cities; pilots to implement
clothing collection at scale; capacity
building on circular consumption patterns
to undertake a new reflection on how we
want to consume in cities? What actions
could address the challenges raised in this
workshop?

Pitch your ideas
Coming back from the breakout rooms,
bounce your ideas off a sounding board:
let's hear them out in plenary.

Keywords box
Circular economy, planetary boundaries,
circular textile initiative, skills mismatch,
citizens, resource efficiency, value chains,
production,
consumption, doughnut economy
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REGISTER
HERE!

Day Two: 20/10

Moving on: healthy mobility for all
in a thriving city
WORKSHOP 02 - 20/10
10.00 AM - 12.00 AM

Discuss with other cities
•

•

•

Responding to the COVID health crisis
has often required rapid actions in the
urban mobility field, circumventing
slow urban-planning processes. Which
lessons can be learned from these fasttracked procedures?
How can we make sure that we ‘build
back better’, ensuring that the transport
decarbonisation transition is not
endangered by the crisis?
With teleworking becoming a concrete
option on a large scale, should we rethink
commuting and work-related trips in a
systematic way?

Identify actions
Report on the dos and don'ts in implementing
temporary
measures;
joint
public
procurement initiatives; pilots involving
schools and companies to change the times
of the city? What actions could address the
challenges raised in this workshop?
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Pitch your ideas
Coming back from the breakout rooms,
bounce your ideas off a sounding board: let's
hear them out in plenary.

Keywords box
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Walkable, barrier-free, commuting,
decarbonisation, health, noise, air
quality, impact of teleworking on
www.conferenceagenda.com
mobility, fast-tracked urban planning

REGISTER
HERE!

Day two: 20/10

Rethinking urban design for healthy and accessible
public spaces

WORKSHOP 03 - 20/10
14.30 PM - 16.30 PM

Discuss with other cities
•

•

•

The strong link between health, mobility
and the environment has been know for
decades, however the crisis has created
an incredible momentum to make this
link visible and widely recognised. how
can we give space back to people and
nature for the health and well-being of
all?
The ongoing pandemic has highlighted
the importance of accessible green and
blue, quiet spaces for all and the urgent
need to address this inequality. How can
we increase access to green, blue and
quiet public spaces in our cities?
Can we rethink urban space as a sandbox
for innovation rather than a set in stone
reality? What can we learn from our
experience of flexible use of public space
and how can we scale it up?

Keywords box

Identify actions
Mapping cities for green, socioeconomic,
health, noise, air factors; a booklet detailing
a Vision for Healthy Streets; pilots on flexible
allocation of public space for citizens? What
actions could address the challenges raised
in this workshop?

Pitch your ideas
Coming back from the breakout rooms,
bounce your ideas off a sounding board: let's
hear them out in plenary.

Green and blue space, quiet areas, active mobility, noise
and air pollution, nature-based solutions, mental health,
space making, metropolitan
areas, tactical
urbanism
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REGISTER
HERE!

Day three: 26/10

Built to thrive: using, reusing and renewing buildings
for the wellbeing of citizens and our planet
WORKSHOP 04 - 26/10
14.30 PM - 16.30 PM

Discuss with other cities
• The renovation wave can be a powerful
push to help Europe achieve climate
neutrality by 2050 and participatory
processes are crucial to ensuring a just
and fair transition. What models of cocreation and participatory approaches
can we develop to ensure the renovation
wave capitalises on co-benefits for green
and efficient housing, health and social
cohesion?
• Sustainable adaptive re-use of buildings:
how can we adapt our buildings to changing
needs and give them a new life? How can
we make heritage buildings more energy
efficient, repurpose buildings for cultural
use, and make them a hub for ecosystem
services and biodiversity?

Pitch your ideas
Coming back from the breakout rooms,
bounce your ideas off a sounding board:
let's hear them out in plenary.

Identify actions
Design
of
participatory
strategies;
knowledge exchange on financing &
business models; measures to incentivise
behaviour change; knowledge exchange on
reducing energy poverty; commitment to
renovate building stock (%); citizen surveys?
What actions could address the challenges
raised in this workshop?

BUSINESS CONFERENCE AGENDA

Keywords box
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Renovation wave, energy efficiency, zerocarbon buildings, heritage buildings,
nature-based solutions, adaptive reuse,
www.conferenceagenda.com
buildings as ecosystems, affordability

DON’T MISS IT!
More info here!

Any queries? Get in touch:

Workshops Platform

heather.brooks@eurocities.eu
arianna.americo@eurocities.eu

Microsoft TEAMS

